
Minutes of Hanborough Parish Council 
2025/07/163 

At the Meeting of the Parish Council held at 7:00pm on Tuesday 8th July 2025 at The Pavilion, the following were 
present: Richard Devereux-Cooke (chair), Michael Franklin, Rod Fraser, Steve Nicholls, Steve Page (vice chair), Jack 
Thorne, Lucy Tritton. 

In attendance Adrian Edwards, Responsible Financial Officer (RFO). 
Also in attendance County Councillor Liam Walker and Councillors Lidia Arciszewska and Roger Faulkner. 

Members of the public attending:   No members of the public attended. 

48. Public participation session: None requested. 

49. To receive apologies for absence: Received from Richard Fuller.  Also received from the clerk. 

50. To receive declarations of pecuniary interest from councillors relating to agenda items: None. 

51. To sign, as a correct record, the minutes of the meeting held on 10th June 2025 
RESOLVED: That minutes of the meeting be approved and signed as a correct record by the chair. 

52. Matters of report arising from the previous minutes 
52.1 (33.1) Legal advice on Transfer of Title of Playing Fields to PC:  The Chair has approached Bower and Bailey and 
they are willing to carry out the work. The cost is likely to be in the region of £900 to £1,200. 
Action: Chair to continue discussions with Bower and Bailey. 

53. Report of County and District Councillors: 
County Councillor Liam Walker reported on 

1) Church Road gas works. Due to finish 18th July. 
2) Station parking. People parking on verge. Keep an eye on the situation.  
3) White gates on road from Bladon are rotten and falling down. He would be willing to fund half of replacement 

from funds he has available from County Council. Roger will ask Blenheim. He will get a quote to replace them. 

District Councillor Arciszewska reported on: 
1) Parking. Parking in WODC will remain free in WODC. 
2) Salt Cross. In 4-6 weeks the inspectors will report. 
3) Public Consultation on local plan. 15th July meeting in Woodstock. 16th July in Eynsham. 
4) Woodford Way development. WODC want to provide affordable housing. 
5) West Hive Funding. New round of funding has just opened. 

District Councillor Faulkner reported on 
1) Continuing to put pressure on Blenheim to install path on Hurdeswell.  

The Chair asked about a house in Long Hanborough that was not being maintained.  An approach to the WODC 
Enforcement Officer was suggested.  Cllrs also noted a house opposite the George and Dragon, and one in Church Road. 

54. To discuss progress on coopting vacancies on Council: Councillors discussed ideas to attract new members and 
agreed to have a table at the Party at the Pav. 

55. To receive an update on the hub project following working group discussions: 
Cllr Nicholls reported on the hub and noted that we still need to supply the following to WODC: 

1) Bio Net Gain Assessment:	  
2) Bat survey:	 	 	  

In principle planning is waiting on these two reports. 

Cllr Nicholls reported on discussions with Midbrook, a steel frame building fabrication company. The indications are that 
costs can be significantly reduced.  Councillors discussed the subject at some length. It was agreed that it is the correct 
decision to change direction on the type of building and continue discussions with Midbrook. 

56. To consider any costs relating to hub required to progress the project: 
Bio Net Gain Assessment:	 	 £725 + VAT 
Bat Emergence Survey: 	 	 	 Up to £3.912.66 + VAT 
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RESOLVED: To spend up to £4,700 on the project for surveys etc. 
Action: Cllr Nicholls to seek cheaper quotes if possible and place order with best value. 

57. To consider quote for updating and maintaining the .gov website: Defer item pending further quotes. 

58. To receive an update on the cemetery subsidence review:  Nothing to report at the moment. RFO to continue 
search for somebody to look at the situation. 

59. To discuss future funding of the Hanborough Neighbourhood Plan 2046: Cllr Franklin reported that the 
Government have stopped funding for Neighbourhood Plans. The group are about 1/3 of the way through the project and 
about 2/3 of the way through the survey.  The results of the survey needs to be processed and put together with other 
information into a first draft plan.  
Cllr Franklin requested a further £2,000 of funding in addition to the funding already agreed of £2,000. 
RESOLVED: To agree total funding of £7,000 towards the Neighbourhood Plan including any funds previously agreed. 
£4,000 of this funding will be available now to be used up to the meeting in September.  

60. To receive an update on the Pinsley Meadow project 
Cllr Tritton reported that there has been a trial digging and no gravel found. Considering a perimeter path but costs look 
to be prohibitive. Boward Tree Surgery will take down the hedge for free which will help with space for the cricket club 
and football club.  Cllrs recorded thanks. Group also considering how to get a water trough installed so that they can 
plant trees. 

Councillors Arciszewska has been looking at whether we need permission to do some of the development. We can have 
20 cubic metres of engineered space without any permissions. 

61. Planning Group 
61.1. The planning application report was circulated before the meeting and responses agreed as follows. 

Submissions were made to WODC reference applications (25/01099/FUL and 25/01100/FUL) re Land South of 
Millwood End. The Parish Council did not object to 25/01099/FUL but did object to 25/01100/FUL. 

25/01363/HHD – application to erect a garden office. No reason to object. 
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61.2. Large scale developments:  None.   

62. Working groups: Nothing further to report. 

63. Financial Matters 
63.1. The Business Working Group have not met. 
63.2. The monthly financial summary & bank reconciliation will be circulated before the next meeting. 
63.3. To approve the monthly payment schedule & any necessary transfers between council accounts. 

Receipts: 
Peter Smith & Sons	 	 Cemetery Fees	 	 970.00 
Allotment 	 	 	 Rentals	 	 	 145.00	  
Unity Trust Bank	 	 Interest	 	 	 241.05 
Oxfordshire County Council	 Grass Cutting Grant	 2,369.13 

Payments:  
RESOLVED: To make bank transfer payments of the following Schedule of Accounts in July. 
A Edwards	 	 	 Salary and Expenses           
G Woods	 	 	 Salary 
J Gammage	 	 	 Salary and Expenses 
Bank	 	 	 	 Charges		 7.65 
H M Revenue & Customs	 PAYE	 	 791.44 
Oxfordshire County Council	 Pension		 553.30 
WODC	Grass Cutting 	 May 2,576.64	 	 6,493.80 
	 Bins	 	 	 6 Months	 3917.16	 
Hanborough Herald	 	 Grant	 	 448.00 
Slatters 		 	 MUGA Maintenance	 459.90 
WODC	Provision for June and July Grass - Up To	6,000.00 
Castle Water	 	 2 Months - up to 	 100.00 

RESOLVED: To make bank transfer payments of the following Schedule of Accounts in August. 
A Edwards	 	 	 Salary and Expenses           
G Woods	 	 	 Salary 
J Gammage	 	 	 Salary and Expenses 
H M Revenue & Customs	 PAYE	 791.24 
Oxfordshire County Council	 Pension	553.30 

64. Report of Clerk: No report. 

65. Miscellaneous items from Members:  
Hanborough Parish Council response to WODC local plan pre consultation. Councillors will consider response. 

Unauthorised planting on Hurdeswell. 
Action: Clerk to add agenda item in September. 

The next ordinary meeting will be held on Tuesday 9th September at 7:00pm in the Pavilion.  The meeting was closed at 
21:21 
   
The Chair.   9th September 2025:
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