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Minutes of Hanborough Parish Council 
2025/06/162 

At the Meeting of the Parish Council held at 7:00pm on Tuesday 10th June 2025 at The Pavilion, the following were 
present: Richard Devereux-Cooke (chair), Michael Franklin, Steve Page (vice chair), Lucy Tritton. 

In attendance: Jon Gammage, Clerk and Adrian Edwards, Responsible Financial Officer (RFO). 
Also in attendance District Councillors Lidia Arciszewska and Roger Faulkner. 

Members of the public attending: 3 members of the public attended. 

29. Public participation session: 
29.1. Cllrs received a plea from a resident to investigate subsidence on a family members plot and the wider cemetery 

area. Councillors reiterated that although Council maintains the wider cemetery area, maintenance of plots is the 
responsibility of the family or owner. Plots and memorials do generally subside over time as the ground settles. 
Council agreed to seek quotes for a review of the cemetery to help inform residents & Councils future maintenance 
arrangements. Action: RFO to discuss with grave digger and seek quotes from contractors if necessary. 

29.2. James Edney, WODC Youth Development Officer presented ideas on how to engage with local young people and 
consider what we want to learn from them. He has had more detailed discussions with Cllrs Thorne and Franklin 
and looks forward to supporting our initiative. Cllrs recorded thanks for his support. 

30. To receive apologies for absence: Received from Rod Fraser, Rich Fuller, Steve Nicholls and Jack Thorne. 
Council accepted those apologies for absence. Also received from County Councillor Liam Walker. 

31. To receive declarations of pecuniary or other interests from councillors relating to agenda items: None. 

32. To sign, as a correct record, the minutes of the meeting held on 13th May 2025 
RESOLVED: That minutes of the meeting be approved and signed as a correct record by the chair. 

33. Matters of report arising from the previous minutes 
33.1 (8.2) Legal advice on the possibility of granting a formal lease to the Hanborough Pre-School for the premises within 
the Pavilion which they use: 
Action: Chair to look for suitable solicitors’ firm to provide independent formal advice to Council, and report back to the 
next meeting. 

34. Report of County and District Councillors: 
District Councillor Arciszewska summarised the WODC local impact report submitted in relation to the Botley West 
planning application. This impact assessed each parcel of land with around 30% of these marked red and WODC have 
requested removal of these from the scheme. WODC objects to the application, requesting a significant reduction in size. 
It also considered the engagement and consultation to be inadequate. Councillor Arciszewska also noted consultations on 
Unitary Authority proposals and the emerging Local Plan. 
District Councillor Faulkner reported on his ongoing lobbying of Blenheim on our behalf to get a path to Hurdeswell 
from the new estate completed sooner than proposed. 

35. To discuss progress on coopting vacancies on Council: Councillors discussed ideas to attract new members and 
agreed to have a table at the Party at the Pav. 

36. To receive an update on the hub project planning application, update and a discussion/agreement on costs for 
next steps ie getting ready for tender stage: Councillors noted that costs relating to the planning application, the 
latest being a bat survey, continue to surface. It was agreed not to progress this until the project is reviewed as the full 
project estimated cost has increased beyond what is affordable in its current design. 

Action: Working Group and interested Councillors to meet to review the project as a whole, and consider alternatives. 
Action: RFO to submit the s106 application to fund costs to date. 

37. To receive an update from the Neighbourhood Plan Group: Cllr Franklin reported that the survey mentioned last 
month is now live and open to residents. 

38. To agree a initial budget of £5k to get Pinsley Meadow preparation works underway: Councillors supported 
funding preparation works subject to obtaining quotes. It was also agreed that plans should be discussed with 
District Planning Officers to check if any permissions are required. Councillor Arciszewska offered to support 
with this. RESOLVED: To spend up to £5000 for preparation work. 

Action: Cllr Tritton to confirm costs with quotes. 
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39. To adopt the revised Financial Regulations and Standing Orders: 
RESOLVED: To adopt the new Financial Regulations and Standing Orders. 
Action: Clerk to upload to the website. 

40. To consider increasing the grant to the Elderberries: Item deferred pending request from the group. 

41. To consider quote for updating and maintaining the .gov website: The clerk shared a proposal from a local web 
developer and reported that he had approached another who hadn’t responded. It was agreed to look for another 
quote, and for councillors to give thought to what they want from a site and if it returns value for the cost of 
redeveloping. 

42. To receive an update from the Botley West Solar Community Benefits Group and of The Planning Inspectorate 
Examining Authority’s deliberations: The chair reported on both activities. 

43. Planning Group 
43.1. The planning application report was circulated before the meeting and responses agreed as follows. 
Council discussed the application 25/01099/FUL - Land South Of Millwood End Long Hanborough (Erection of a self-
build dwelling and detached garage following the severance of market garden land, together with associated access and 
landscaping.) 

The Chair reminded councillors that it was necessary for consideration to be given to planning applications strictly in 
planning terms and not on the basis of any general “feel-good” considerations. The Chair provided councillors with a copy of 
a summary list of matters which were, and were not, appropriate for consideration of planning applications. The Chair noted 
that this application could be a difficult one to support in strict planning terms. Councillors agreed however that the 
Application could have strong mitigating factors relating to the connection to the market garden business comprising the 
majority of the site on part of which the application for planning consent was sought. 

During the meeting it became apparent that a second application (25/01100/FUL) had been made to WODC, which related to 
an additional plot on the same land south of Millwood End. Councillors had not had the opportunity to review this application 
so could not discuss it. No decision as to response was therefore made. 

 

43.2. Large scale developments: None. 
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44. Financial Matters 
44.1. The Business Working Group have not met. 
44.2. The monthly financial summary & bank reconciliation will be circulated before the next meeting. 
44.3. To approve the monthly payment schedule & any necessary transfers between council accounts. 

Receipts: 
Allotment	 Rentals	 37.00 

Payments: 
RESOLVED: To make bank transfer payments of the following Schedule of Accounts. 

It was agreed to hold the architects invoice until after the Working Group has met. 

45. Working groups: Nothing further to report. 

46. Report of Clerk: The clerk recorded his apologies for the July meeting. Councillors recorded no objection to 
the proposed removal of the pay phone in Church Hanborough which has not been used for sometime. 

47. Miscellaneous items from Members: None. 

The next ordinary meeting will be held on Tuesday 8th July at 7:00pm in the Pavilion. The meeting was closed at 
9:15pm. 

The Chair. 

8th July 2025

A Edwards	 Salary and Expenses 
G Woods	 Salary 
J Gammage	 Salary and Expenses

Bank Charges 13.20

H M Revenue & Customs	 PAYE 583.04

Oxfordshire County Council	 Pension 553.30

WODC	 Grass Cutting April 2,576.6
4

Ruba Asfahani	 Grant Funding 100.00

Cumming Anderton	 Architects 1,800.0
0

Boward Tree Surgery	 Tree work 3,240.0
0

Castle Water	 Water 36.80

Hanborough Herald	 Grant Support 601.32
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