
Minutes of Hanborough Parish Council 
2025/01/157 

At the Meeting of the Parish Council held at 7:00pm on Tuesday 14th January 2025 at The Pavilion, the following were 
present: Richard Devereux-Cooke (chair), Rich Fuller, Michael Franklin, Tom Lewis, Steve Nicholls,  
Steve Page (vice chair), Jack Thorne, Lucy Tritton. 

In attendance: Jon Gammage, Clerk and Adrian Edwards, Responsible Financial Officer (RFO). 
Also in attendance County Councillor Liam Walker and District Councillors Lidia Arciszewska and Roger Faulkner. 

Members of the public attending:   16 members of the public attended. 

149. Public participation session:  
149.1. Mim Sax, Net Zero Communities Manager for Oxford based Low Carbon Hub attended to present a summary of 
the Community Action Plan for Zero-Carbon Energy.  The group is involved with Go Green Hanborough and engaging in 
Local and Neighbourhood Plans.  There is a energy saving home event in Eynsham on 22 March and the group can help 
with home efficiency grants and information.  website: www.lowcarbonhub.org and sign up to receive the Low Carbon 
Hub newsletter. 
149.2. Michael Brown, chair of the Hanborough Village Group spoke in support of Stop Botley West and urged residents 
to register as Interested Party so that they can submit a Relevant Representation in response to the examination of the 
application for a Development Consent to the Planning Inspectorate by 27 February.  He urged Parish Council to take 
part and oppose.  Parish Council is registered and intends to submit representation, a draft of which is to considered later 
in the meeting.  He also mentioned a community information event planned for 22 February. 

150. To receive apologies for absence: Received from Rod Fraser. 

151. To elect a vice chair: Councillor Page was proposed, seconded and duly elected as vice chair. 

152. To receive declarations of pecuniary interest from councillors relating to agenda items: 
Cllr Lewis recorded that he lives adjacent to part of the proposed solar farm in relation to the submission to the Planning 
Inspectorate. 
Cllr Page recorded that he lives adjacent to Hurdeswell in relation to the path item. 

153. To sign, as a correct record, the minutes of the meeting held on 10th December 2024 
RESOLVED: That minutes of the meeting be approved and signed as a correct record by the chair. 

154. Matters of report arising from the previous minutes 
The RFO reported that he awaits a response following a meeting with a representative of the Recreation Hall committee. 

155. Report of County and District Councillors: 
District Councillor Arciszewska reported that OCC with WODC blessing have put in an application for priority 
acceptance to work towards a change to a combined Unitary Authority in 2026-27.  It was noted that there is a desire to 
protect community engagement.  It was also reported that the District waste and recycling service is being reviewed to 
look for savings. 
District Councillor Faulkner noted that he would like to request removal of the disused A4095 bus stop near the Freeland 
junction.  Councillors were supportive. 
County Councillor Walker also reported on the Unitary Authority application and that OCC have continued with the 5% 
rise in precept implemented in recent years. 

156. To consider a bin at Freeland bus stop and at bus stop opposite the rail station along from the community 
path: Councillors agreed to support a bin at the Freeland bus stop providing it was funded by Freeland Parish Council.  
Although just inside our parish, the location at the junction with Freeland means that most users will not be from 
Hanborough. 
Action: Clerk to write to Freeland Parish Council. 
Cllr Franklin agreed to submit a request to Blenheim to fund a bin near the station. 
Action: Cllr Franklin to discuss with Blenheim. 

157. To consider quote to replace the Riely Close map funded by s106:  
RESOLVED: To purchase and instal a Replacement Lectern Panel at £469 funded by s106. 
Action: Cllr Tritton to complete and submit the application. 
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158. To consider alternative winter meeting venue:  Cllrs noted that use of the Greenway Room impacts on the 
preschool group.  The main hall is used for bowls in the winter.  It was agreed to look for an alternative. 
Action: Cllr Tritton to contact the Methodist Hall and chair to contact the school. 

159. To discuss and agree a plan for the informal Hurdeswell path:  The route used to connect into Hurdeswell is 
very muddy in the winter.  It was agreed that some work to firm up the surface would save it becoming wider and more 
impassable. 
Action: Cllr Page to continue to chase Blenheim for a solution. 

160. To report on s106 hub preliminary work funding confirmation and cash flow forecast:  The chair reported that 
he is meeting with WODC later in the week to discuss a s106 application for retrospective funding of work leading up to 
the planning application. 

161. To receive an update on the hub project planning application:  The application is stalled pending an 
environmental study / ecology report required to support the application, and to be discussed in the next item.  It was 
agreed that once planning permission is granted, PC should review the project and agree next stages. 

162. To consider quote for a independent environmental study for the hub project: 
RESOLVED: To commission the report at £1669. 
Action: Cllr Nicholls to make arrangements. 

163. To consider the draft relevant submission to the PINS prepared by Cllr Lewis: Council recorded thanks to Cllr 
Lewis for his work on the first draft circulated.  It was agreed that a small group will review and work on the proposed 
response, and circulate this to Council by 31st January for consideration at the next meeting. 

164. To consider the “Hanborough Neighbourhood Plan Working Group Terms of Reference” 
RESOLVED: To accept the Terms of Reference as circulated. 

165. Financial Matters 
165.1. The Business Working Group had not met. 
165.2. The monthly financial summary & bank reconciliation was circulated before the meeting. 
165.3. To approve the monthly payment schedule & any necessary transfers between council accounts. 

Receipts: 
HMRC 		 	 VAT Refund	 6,732.88 
Greens Funeral Services	 Cemetery fees	 135.00 
MidCounties Coop	 Grant towards Community Hub	 818.00 
Unity Trust Bank	 Interest	 383.85 

Payments:  
RESOLVED: To make bank transfer payments of the following Schedule of Accounts. 
A Edwards	 	 	 	 Salary and Expenses           
G Woods	 	 	 	 Salary 
J Gammage	 	 	 	 Salary and Expenses 
Bank Charges	 	 	 	 	 	 	 8.10 
Hanborough Herald	 	 	 Not paid in December	 619.77 
West Oxfordshire District Council	 October Grass Cutting	 1,568.53 
Royal British Legion (Cheque)	 	 Wreath	 	 	 25.00 
Cumming Anderton	 	 	 The Hub	 	 4,638.00 
Castle Water	 	 	 	 Water rates 	 	 11.57 
H M Revenue & Customs	 	 PAYE	 	 	 524.82 
Oxfordshire County Council	 	 Pension		 	 553.30 
Summit Trees	 	 	 	 Tree Wotk	 	 1,980.00 
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166. Planning Group 
166.1. The planning application report was circulated before the meeting and responses agreed as follows. 

166.2. Large scale developments:  None.   

167. Working groups: 
Neighbourhood Plan Working Group: Cllr Franklin reported that the boundary designation has been accepted by WODC, 
that a grant for £4400 has been received towards the project, and that meetings are arranged with CFO. 
Cala field development:  The clerk reported that the land has been transferred to PC and we just await the maintenance 
grant included as part of the land swap.  Cllr Tritton agreed to investigate how to look after the land in the short term. 

168. Report of Clerk: Nothing to report. 

169. Miscellaneous items from Members:  Councillors asked an agenda item to report on a potential shared space for 
Council documents.  Action: Clerk to add to February agenda. 

The next ordinary meeting will be held on Tuesday 11th February at 7:00pm in the Pavilion.  The meeting was closed at 
9:15pm.   

The Chair. 

11th February 2025
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