
Minutes of Hanborough Parish Council 
2024/10/154 

At the Meeting of the Parish Council held at 7:00pm on Tuesday 8th October 2024 at The Pavilion, the following were 
present: Richard Devereux-Cooke (chair), Michael Franklin, Tom Lewis, Sam Newman, Steve Nicholls, Steve Page, 
Jack Thorne, Lucy Tritton. 

In attendance: Jon Gammage, Clerk and Adrian Edwards, Responsible Financial Officer (RFO). 
Also in attendance District Councillor Roger Faulkner. 

Members of the public attending:   2 members of the public attended. 

76. Public participation session:  None. 

77. To receive apologies for absence: Received from Rod Fraser and Rich Fuller.  County Councillor Liam Walker and 
District Councillor Lidia Arciszewska also sent apologies. 

78. To receive declarations of pecuniary interest from councillors relating to agenda items: Cllr Page noted his 
involvement in the Scouts and agreed not to vote on these agenda items. 

79. To sign, as a correct record, the minutes of the meeting held on 10th September 2024 
RESOLVED: That minutes of the meeting be approved and signed as a correct record by the chair. 

80. Matters of report arising from the previous minutes 
80.1 (55.4) Neighbourhood plan: Cllr Franklin reported that an initial meeting will be held on the 9th October. 
80.2 (55.5) Recreation Hall storage facility:  The RFO reported that he is in contact and awaits a date to meet. 
80.3 (58) OCC Highways parish visit: Date agreed 20th November at 10am.  It was agreed to raise concerns about the 
Church Road zebra crossing and the present state of road and pavement markings at the mini-roundabout at Church Road 
/ Main Road / Co-op, and to suggest steps that might be taken to improve visibility and safer use of road markings. 
80.4 (72) Survey of female former councillors: Cllr Tritton circulated a draft, no comments from councillors. 
Action: Cllr Tritton to send out. 
80.5 (202.2) ACV Hand and Shears: Land referred to as The Hand and Shears was nominated as an Asset of Community 
Value by Hanborough Parish Council. The nomination was approved by West Oxfordshire District Council and listed as 
an Asset of Community Value on the 07/08/24. 
On 1st October 2024, the Council received formal notification of the owner’s intention to dispose of the above-named 
Property.  A six-week moratorium has now commenced and will run until 11th November 2024. During this period 
requests to be considered as a potential bidder in relation to the property can be submitted to West Oxfordshire District 
Council.  It was agreed that Parish Council will not register an interest but will allow a community group to follow up if 
there is interest. 

81. Report of County and District Councillors:  District Councillor Faulkner reported on means testing to help elderly 
claim heating grants, the WODC response to the planning reforms consultation and a upcoming invitation for chairs to 
meet Botley West representatives. 

82. To consider quote for maintenance on the skatepark:  The clerk presented a summary of the works which includes 
repairs to a number of areas, cleaning and treatment of the surface to make it more resilient. 
RESOLVED: To accept the quote for £2,470 and commission works. 
Action: Clerk to place order. 

83. To discuss annual play ground report and works required:  The clerk summarised the result of the annual external 
inspection.  Findings are low risk and related to general wear and tear on the site which is now 7 years old.  The clerk has 
taken the zip wire and springy bike out of service until repairs are made.  The outdoor gym also shows sign of wear.  The 
clerk has obtained a quote from the original suppliers for an outdoor gym maintenance visit and for all items raised in the 
report to be replaced in the playground.  A quote for cutting back vegetation around the MUGA and skate park are also 
being sought. 
RESOLVED: To allocate a maximum of £2500 for works to be completed. 
Action: Clerk to place orders as quotes arrive. 

84. To discuss funding future defib training sessions: It was agreed to cancel the sessions announced for November as 
we have not been able to get a trainer.  Councillors recorded thanks to the Eynsham Medical Group for supporting the 
sessions and to Cllr Lewis and Thorne for their work on this. 
Action: Cllr Lewis to cancel room and announce event cancellation. 
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85. To consider costs to replace the defibrillator cabinet at the surgery and purchase new pads: Councillors also 
recorded thanks to the Eynsham Medical Group for hosting the defibrillator.  Noting that a new cabinet is £520, 
councillors considered that the existing one is acceptable. 
RESOLVED: To purchase new pads. 
Action: Clerk order pads and re-commission the defibrillator. 

86. To agree to sign the fundraisers contract: The clerk reviewed the contract which is in line with one signed for 
previous work. 
RESOLVED: That the clerk can sign the contract for council. 
Action: Clerk to and send copy to contractor. 

87. To receive and review the external auditors report: The RFO reported that the external audit is concluded and the 
report and certificate issued.  Our financial processes are sound, and our governance and accountability are in accordance 
with proper practices.  No significant issues were found and councillors discussed the findings.  It was agreed to publish 
a Notice of Conclusion of Annual Audit. 

88. To sign the Cala field engrossments: The clerk had shared the Deed of Covenant and Land Registry transfer 
documents ahead of the meeting. 
RESOLVED: That the clerk can sign the documents for council. 
Action: Clerk sign and return to the solicitors. 

89. To consider a request to put a storage building on the Cala field by the Scouts:  Representatives from the local 
Scout group presented a summary of the issues they face with storage of equipment and the impact on their operations.  
They asked Council to consider setting aside an area on the Cala field for a store for a vehicle and equipment.  They 
would raise funds for this.  Councillors noted that this project could also help in preparing an entrance gate and hard 
standing for general access to the field.  Councillors were in agreement in principle to the proposal. 

90. To consider a request for a contribution to the Scouts purchase of tents: Councillors considered a request for a 
grant to help purchase new tents which will cost £720.  It was noted that 75% of the group is from Hanborough. 
RESOLVED: To make a grant of £500 towards new tents. 

91. To review speed limits in Church Road:  Cllr discussed concerns raised about traffic speeds and parking.  It was 
agreed to raise this during the OCC Highways visit on 20th November. 

92. To consider costs to move the Hurdeswell mini library to the allotments:   
RESOLVED: To purchase a cabinet for an allotment seed store at a maximum of £150. 
Action: Cllr Tritton to select and order. 
Action: Clerk to get a quote to fix the leaking roof on one of the mini libraries. 

93. To receive an update on the speed sign data, analysis and sign images:  Cllr Thorne presented a summary of the 
data collected so far and noted that more data is required for comprehensive analysis. 

94. To seek a volunteer to represent council at the Witney Infrastructure Neighbourhood Group (WING):  Cllr 
Newman had circulated information about the group and what they are trying to achieve.  It was agreed that the clerk 
should be kept in circulation with communications from the group and circulate as required. 

95. To nominate councillor to represent the council on the HPFA Management Committee:  Cllr Page was 
nominated to be PC representative on the HPFA committee. 

96. To discuss Remembrance Sunday arrangements:  Cllr Page presented a summary of plans for the day.  A wreath 
has been ordered for Council and that the chair will represent PC. 

97. To discuss the Pavilion development design and general update:  The chair presented ideas to reconfigure the hall 
to improve usability for the Pre School group.  Cllr Nicholls reported that the plans have not made adequate provision for 
the area required for the cricket pitch.  It was agreed to discuss this further with the architect. 
RESOLVED: Not to pay the Cumming Anderton invoice for £11,400.00 until this issue is fully understood. 

98. Financial Matters 
98.1. The Business Working Group had not met but will meet shortly to discuss next years budget. 
98.2. The monthly financial summary & bank reconciliation was circulated before the meeting. 
98.3. To approve the monthly payment schedule & any necessary transfers between council accounts. 
Receipts: 
Allotment 	 	 Rent	 	 15.00	  
HMRC	 	 	 VAT Refund	 4,132.27 
Reeves Memorials	 Cemetery Fees	 135.00 
WODC	 	 	 Precept	 	 53,400.00	  
Interest	 	 	 	 	 386.06 
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Payments:  
RESOLVED: To make bank transfer payments of the following Schedule of Accounts. 
A Edwards	 	 	 	 Salary and Expenses           
G Woods	 	 	 	 Salary 
J Gammage	 	 	 	 Salary and Expenses 
Bank Charges	 	 	 	 	 	 18.00 
SE Electrical Services Ltd	 	 Moving Defib	 264.00 
West Oxfordshire District Council	 Bins	 	 3,917.16 
Ruba Asfahani	 	 	 	 The Hub	 300.00 
Hanborough Herald	 	 	 Grant	 	 601.32 
Moore	 	 	 	 	 External Audit	 1,008.00 
H M Revenue & Customs	 	 PAYE	 	 453.91 
Oxfordshire County Council	 	 Pension		 535.99 

99. Planning Group 
99.1. The planning application report was circulated before the meeting and responses agreed as follows. 

99.2. Large scale developments:  None.   

100. Working groups: Councillors reported on the Village Travel Network and highways issues reporting. 

101. Report of Clerk: The clerk reported that the Healthy Communities Officer at West Oxfordshire District Council 
with responsibility for the District’s Public Art programme has got in touch as there are two S106 Public Art 
contributions. 
Action: Clerk to introduce Cllrs Tritton and Thorne to the officer. 

102. Social media feedback and items to share: Nothing to report. 

103. Miscellaneous items from Members:  Cllr Lewis reported on the creation of a working group of district planners 
to deal with developers on a community benefit agreement. 

The next ordinary meeting will be held on Tuesday 12th November at 7:00pm in the Pavilion.  The meeting was closed at 
9:15pm.   

The Chair. 

12th November 2024
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