
Minutes of Hanborough Parish Council 
2024/07/152 

At the Meeting of the Parish Council held at 7:00pm on Tuesday 9th July 2024 at The Pavilion, the following were 
present: Richard Devereux-Cooke (chair), Michael Franklin, Rod Fraser, Rich Fuller,  Tom Lewis, Steve Nicholls, Steve 
Page, Jack Thorne, Lucy Tritton. 

In attendance: Jon Gammage (clerk) and Adrian Edwards, Responsible Financial Officer (RFO). 
Also in attendance County Councillor Liam Walker and District Councillors Lidia Arciszewska and Roger Faulkner. 
Members of the public attending: Three members of the public attended. 

29. Rod Fraser signed a  Declarations of Acceptance of Office following elections. 

30. To receive apologies for absence: Sam Newman.  Cllrs Devereux-Cooke (chair), Franklin and Lewis noted that they 
would arrive late as attending a meeting at WODC. 

31. Cllr Page was elected as chair for the meeting. 

32. Public participation session: None. 
33. To receive declarations of pecuniary interest from councillors relating to agenda items: None 

34. To sign, as a correct record, the minutes of the meeting held on 11th June 2024 
RESOLVED: That minutes of the meeting be approved and signed as a correct record by the chair. 

35. Matters of report arising from the previous minutes 
35.1 (7.1) Solicitor activities land swap: Action: Clerk to continue to chase solicitor. 
35.2 (7.1) Solicitor activities Pit lease extension: The clerk presented a review of the draft lease prepared by our solicitor.  
As the area is registered as a Asset of Community Value it would need to be offered to the market before a new lease 
could be issued.  Alternatively, a shorter lease of less than 25 years would be required.  Also, the draft lease makes no 
provision for sharing maintenance costs for the area.  So in summary PC would gain 10 years on the current lease but 
lose the cost sharing. 
RESOLVED: To end the lease extension negotiations and let the current lease run its course with review before expiry. 
Action: Clerk to notify our solicitors and OCC. 
35.3 (7.2) Defibrillator location: Location agreed with the surgery.  The clerk has spoken to two electricians but they 
haven’t attended or quoted.  Action: Clerk to continue trying to get a contractor to do work. 
35.4 (9) New contract for officers:  The clerk had prepared contracts with salaries and start dates.  The chair and officers 
signed contracts. 

36. Report of County and District Councillors: 
County Councillor Liam Walker reported on road resurfacing works and activities at Blenheim Palace that will affect 
traffic volumes in the area.  Issues have been reported and noted relating to the Church Road zebra crossing. 
Action: Clerk to add to the September agenda. 
District Councillor Arciszewska reported that a test change to WODC customer call centre hours to 9am to 2pm has been 
made permanent following good feedback and increased online use. 
District Councillor Faulkner had nothing more to add. 

37. To consider underwriting the Fireworks Event: Item deferred to gather financial information. 
Action: Cllr Fuller to talk to group and report back. 

Cllrs Devereux-Cooke (chair), Franklin and Lewis joined the meeting. 

38. To receive an update on the storage facility plans from the Hanborough Community Association (HCA): The 
HCA reported on recent events, funds raised and donations made to local charities.  They went on to present quotes in the 
region of £50k for removal and replacing the storage room, temporary storage containers and fire alarm update works.   
Councillors reminded the group that earmarked funds are from section106 held by WODC and an application will need 
to be made to WODC to release.  Section106 rules specify capital projects so the fire alarm update would likely not 
qualify.  The group indicated that it had sufficient funds to complete this update without delay. 
Parish Council continues to fully support the allocation of £50k of s106 to the group and will support with the application 
to WODC.  To further support the group Parish Council agreed to release the annual grant so that temporary storage can 
be purchased immediately as it’s understood contents of the current shed are getting wet.  The HCA will consider if they 
wish to accept this offer. 
RESOLVED: To purchase 2x storage units with delivery and installation at £4,690. 
Action: Place order once HCA have confirmed they want temporary storage installed. 
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39. To receive an update on the proposed flag pole on the War Memorial Garden: The chair reported that there are a 
number of issues in that the land ownership is not registered and that it is a grade 2 listed building.  It was also noted that 
the War Memorial Trust do not support flag poles on memorial sites.  It was agreed to defer this item. 
Action: Chair to discuss with resident who had proposed the idea. 

40. To consider reforming Working Groups: Councillors discussed groups and agreed the following, noting that the 
groups will be fluid and change over time. 
Business and finance: continue as is. 
Planning: continue as is. 
Environment: continue as is. 
Community and leisure: Cllrs Nicholls, Thorne and Tritton. 
Highways: Cllrs Lewis and Thorne. 
Community relations: Cllrs Fraser and Fuller. 
HR: Cllr Tritton. 
Village design statement: Cllr Franklin. 

41. To discuss and consider producing a Village Design Statement: Cllr Franklin presented a summary of past 
activities including the 1996 Village Appraisal, a range of options up to a Neighbourhood Plan and reasons why it’s so 
important to capture residents views in order to help shape future developments.  Cllr Franklin agreed to lead this 
initiative and submit an article to the Hanborough Herald to raise awareness and seed the formation of a residents 
working group. 

42. To discuss the Botley West Targeted Consultation: Cllr Franklin circulated a draft response ahead of the meeting.  
Cllrs agreed that some further work, to focus on changes relative to our parish, is required before submission at the end 
of the month.  Copy will be circulated by email for agreement. 

43. To consider a proposal to appoint a professional fundraiser for the Pavilion project and to allocate funds: It 
was agreed to appoint a fundraiser to start to prepare approaches to the list of potential grant providers prepared by the 
consultant last year.  Councillors agreed to offer this to the local contractor who worked with us on the launch event. 
RESOLVED: To allocate £2,000 to appoint a fundraiser. 
Action: Cllr Nicholls to notify. 

44. To discuss the Eynsham Foodbank Service provided to Hanborough residents: Eynsham Foodbank support 12 
families/residents in Hanborough and would like this to be taken over locally.   
Action: Cllr Thorne to talk to Witney Foodbank to see if they can help. 

45. To consider funding defibrillator training sessions: Cllr Lewis is organising a number of awareness sessions 
locally.  Once a training provider is agreed dates will be publicised through Facebook and the Hanborough Herald. 

46. Financial Matters 
46.1. The Business Working Group had not met. 
46.2. The monthly financial summary & bank reconciliation was circulated before the meeting. 
46.3. To approve the monthly payment schedule & any necessary transfers between council accounts. 
Receipts: 
Allotment Rents		 15.00	  
Interest Received	 531.36 

Payments:  
RESOLVED: To make bank transfer payments of the following Schedule of Accounts. 
Hanborough PCC	 	 	 Allotment Rent	 	 	 150.00 
West Oxfordshire District Council	 Grass Cutting May 2024	 	 2,465.41 
WODC - Paid to RFO (paid by card)	 Planning Application - The Hub  	 578.00 
Cumming Anderton	 	 	 The Hub	 	 	 3,000.00 
ERS Consultants		 	 	 The Hub	 	 	 2,604.00 
A Edwards	 	 	 	 Salary and Expenses           
G Woods	 	 	 	 Salary 
J Gammage	 	 	 	 Salary and Expenses 
H M Revenue & Customs	 	 PAYE	 	 	 	 453.91 
Oxfordshire County Council	 	 Pension		 	 	 535.99 
Slatter Cricket & Play 	 Pending to be paid when invoice received for MUGA Maintenance	 459.90 
S Jones Containers	 Containers for Rec Hall when acceptance approved by HCA 	 5,628.00 
RESOLVED: To make bank transfer payments of the following Schedule of Accounts in August. 
A Edwards	 	 	 Salary and Expenses                 	  
G Woods	 	 	 Salary	  
J Gammage	 	 	 Salary and Expenses 
H M Revenue & Customs	 PAYE	 453.91 
Oxfordshire County Council	 Pension	£535.99 
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47. Planning Group 
47.1. The planning application report was circulated before the meeting and responses agreed as follows. 

47.2. Large scale developments:  None 

48. Report of Clerk: Nothing further to report. 

49. Social media feedback and items to share: Nothing to report. 

50. Miscellaneous items from Members: 
Blenheim has offered to refurbish the T sign from the island at the top of Swan Lane/Millwood End. 
Cllr Thorne will get some analysis done of the speed data gathered by the VAS. 
Blenheim hosting a EU event is expected to cause traffic congestion. 

The next ordinary meeting will be held on Tuesday 10th September at 7:00pm in the Pavilion.  The meeting was closed at 
9:15pm.   

The Chair. 

10th September 2024
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