
Minutes of Hanborough Parish Council

2024/06/151


At the Meeting of the Parish Council held at 7:00pm on Tuesday 11th June 2024 at The Pavilion, the following were 
present: Richard Devereux-Cooke (chair), Michael Franklin, Sam Newman, Steve Nicholls, Steve Page, Jack Thorne, 
Lucy Tritton.


In attendance: Jon Gammage (clerk) and Adrian Edwards, Responsible Financial Officer (RFO).

Also in attendance District Councillors Lidia Arciszewska and Roger Faulkner.

Members of the public attending: No members of the public attended.


1. To sign Declarations of Acceptance of Office following elections:

RESOLVED: That Rod Fraser could complete the declaration at the next meeting.

Action: Clerk to notify WODC.


2. To agree to coopt vacant places on council: There are currently no candidates for cooption.

Action: Clerk to notify WODC.


3. Public participation session: None.


4. To receive apologies for absence: Rod Fraser, Rich Fuller, Tom Lewis.  Also received from County Councillor Liam 
Walker.


5. To receive declarations of pecuniary interest from councillors relating to agenda items: None


6. To sign, as a correct record, the minutes of the meeting held on 14th May 2024

RESOLVED: That minutes of the meeting be approved and signed as a correct record by the chair.


7. Matters of report arising from the previous minutes

7.1 (10.1) Solicitor activities: Progress continues slowly.  The clerk welcomed District Councillor Arciszewska’s offer to 
help move things along.

7.2 (10.2) Defibrillator location: Location agreed with the surgery.

Action: Clerk to appoint electrical contractor.


8. Report of County and District Councillors:

District Councillor Arciszewska reported on a range of activities including a rural crime partnership, WODC being 
shortlisted for another award, an update on Marriott Walk, community orchard grants, Woodstock open air pool open 
until 1st September and a WODC hosted meeting for Parish Councils affected by the proposed Botley West Solar Farm.

District Councillor Faulkner spoke about his on boarding as a District Councillor.


9. To consider adopting the NALC new model contract for officers: The Finance Working Group had reviewed the 
contract and clarified some points with the OALC and recommended adoption.

RESOLVED: To adopt the contract for officers.

Action: Clerk to issue new contracts to the clerk and RFO.


10. To review and adopt new model NALC Financial Regulations: The Finance Working Group reviewed the 
document & recommended adoption.  It was agreed to defer as it is understood that there will be an updated version 
soon.


11. To consider works to maintain the cemetery: 

RESOLVED: To allocate £400 for time and materials for works at the cemetery

Action: RFO to make arrangements.


12. To consider underwriting the Fireworks Event: Item deferred to gather information.


13. To discuss ideas around restarting the Hanborough Show: A number of councillors have had preliminary 
discussions around the feasibility of restarting the Hanborough Show, what format it might take & how to best align or 
combine with other events.  The group discussed forming a working group with a view to starting in 2025.


14. To consider updated Allotment rules and regulations: A draft was circulated ahead of the meeting and councillors 
discussed this.  It was agreed to defer for further review.


4



15. To consider feedback and financial support for the Hanborough Herald: The RFO reported that there was no 
response to date.  Deferred pending a response.


16. To consider reforming Working Groups and tasking (comms/highways/HR etc): Cllr Franklin circulated a report 
ahead of the meeting outlining ideas to improve communication and engagement with the community and present a 
summary.  The clerk circulated a list of some of the previous working groups and also described councillor portfolios 
used by other councils as a way of sharing tasks.

It was agreed to discuss these further ahead of the next meeting.


17. To consider invitation to meet the OCC Highway Engagement Team and specific requests: 

Action: Cllrs Newman and Thorne to invite team to visit the parish.


18. To consider a Hanborough Meadows Pre-school grant request: The group are planning to develop a allotment for 
the children on site and have raised funds from Blenheim and the Coop already.

RESOLVED: To make a grant of £750 to the project.

Action: Clerk to notify the group.


19. To receive an update on meeting with the Recreation Hall and Community Association Committee: Cllr Tritton 
reported on a meeting with the Trustees and noted that they have got a lower quote for the storage facility, and have been 
invited to the next PC meeting.

 

20. To receive an update on the Hub Working Group set up and Planning application: There will be a working 
group meeting on the 12th of June.

RESOLVED: To make the approved payment for the planning application.

Action: RFO to pay by card and claim back expenses.


21. To agree to sign a letter of engagement with the Parkinson Partnership ref. VAT advice on building the Hub:

RESOLVED: To sign the letter of engagement.


22. To update Councillors on the proposed relocation of 15 service families from Long Hanborough and mandate 
the Vice-Chair to offer support: The vice chair updated councillors on a proposed relocation of families in November.  
Councillors agreed that the vice chair can act on behalf of council to support.


23. To consider a residents suggestion to buy and erect a flag pole on the War Memorial Garden: Councillors 
support the initiative and ask that the resident finds out what is entailed.

Action: Clerk to discuss with resident.


24. Financial Matters

24.1. The Business Working Group had met and items covered earlier in the meeting.

24.2. The monthly financial summary & bank reconciliation was circulated before the meeting.

24.3. To approve the monthly payment schedule & any necessary transfers between council accounts.

Receipts:


Payments: 

RESOLVED: To make bank transfer payments of the following Schedule of Accounts.
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25. Planning Group

25.1. The planning application report was circulated before the meeting and responses agreed as follows.


25.2. Large scale developments:  None


26. Report of Clerk: Nothing further to report.


27. Social media feedback and items to share: Nothing to report.


28. Miscellaneous items from Members:

A Witney Infrastructure Neighbourhood Group (WING) report was circulated.

Cllr Thorne has asked Pye to instal a Give Way sign at the surgery entrance road junction.


The next ordinary meeting will be held on Tuesday 9th July at 7:00pm in the Pavilion.  The meeting was closed at 
9:10pm.  


The Chair.


9th July 2024
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