
Minutes of the Hanborough Annual Parish Meeting 

At the Hanborough Annual Parish Meeting held at 8:00pm on Tuesday 16th April 2024, the following were present: 
Richard Devereux-Cooke, Tom Lewis, Sam Newman, Steve Nicholls, Steve Page (chair), Lucy Tritton, 

In attendance: Jon Gammage (Clerk), Adrian Edwards, Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), and District Councillor 
Lidia Arciszewska. 
Apologies for absence: Martin Barrow-Starkey, Michael Franklin, Rod Fraser, Rich Fuller, Claire Wade.  Also received 
from County Councillor Liam Walker and District Councillor Alaa Al-Yousuf. 

Members of the public attending: 9 members of the public were present. 

The Chair opened and welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

1. Approval of the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 25th April 2023. 
Minutes of the meeting of 25th April 2023 were approved and signed as a correct record. 

2. Matters arising from the minutes:  None 

3. Chairmans report: 
This meeting is reporting on the final year of the three year term this council is serving, reduced to three from four due to 
the impact of Covid lockdown which extended the previous term. This will also be my first report as Chair, having taken 
over from Penelope Marcus last year when she sadly resigned. 

The Parish Council responsibility falls into two areas: 
Carry out the responsibilities to maintain the amenities that our residents expect. This includes: 
• The MUGA and play park 
• Cemetery 
• Grass mowing of PC managed land 
• Tree maintenance 
• Waste bins 

And responding to planning applications, both big and small along with deciding how the expenditure of S106 money 
accumulated from developments is spent on the village. 

Our biggest achievement this year has undoubtedly been the completion of the Skatepark which has transformed the 
facility for children and is now attracting skateboarders from surrounding areas. It is a testament to my predecessor, 
Penelope Marcus, that this was achieved. She pushed heavily to make it happen, and along with the support of Councillor 
Fuller, the project was completed on time and in budget. 

The land swap for the land behind the Cala development has been negotiated and is in the final stages of legal transfer. The 
Parish Council is currently debating what can be done with this plot of land to benefit the wider community. 

Work to develop plans for the enhancement of the Pavilion has been driven by Councillors Martin Barrow Starkey and 
Sam Newman. We now have architectural plans drafted, which following feedback from further public consultation will be 
submitted to WODC. The design has been made modular to support what we can afford now, and a stretch target if fund 
raising is successful. The vast majority of this money will be provided by S106 generated by the Hanborough Park and 
Gate developments, and hopefully North Field (although this is subject to a decision by WODC next month, who had 
earmarked the funds for Witney). 

Funds to support the replacement of the Elderberries lockup at the Recreation Hall are still approved by the council, but an 
initial quote received by the Rec Hall Trustees exceeded this, and are now with the Trustees to decide on a solution. 

The public consultation for the Botley West Solar Farm was held, and the PC recorded concern that the level of access to 
this for residents fell short. We also re-affirmed our position of being against the size of the proposal and impact on our 
local landscape. 

The cemetery area had sadly been allowed to slip, and following notification from a resident, urgent work was carried out 
to bring it up to the standard that would be expected. 

The defibrillator at the old doctors surgery has been removed at the request of the new owners, and we are now 
establishing a new location to site it. Local fund raising purchased a new defibrillator at Church Hanborough which PC 
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has adopted.  This is fixed to the Hand and Shears pub, which we are still hoping will get a new landlord. Church 
Hanborough has also had a new mini library installed. 

The MUGA had new gates fitted to access all areas along with hardened access routes.  The lighting has been a challenge 
after some vandalism with more than one attempt to fix it.  Latterly we replaced the timing system which has improved 
reliability. 

Following the sad death of our handyman Tom Skelly, we have now appointed Graham Woods to take over his duties of 
keeping the playing fields clear of litter, and carry out the odd bit of repair. 

Many of you will have noticed our new speed signs that have prompted much discussion with the constant refresh of 
icons. Our deputy chair has had a grand time designing these. As he is standing down it is hoped a new volunteer will 
continue the artistic work! 

Finally a big thank you to Councillors and Officers for all the hard work. 
Steve Page (chair of Hanborough Parish Council) 

4. Report from District & County Councillors. 
4.1. County Councillor Liam Walker 
It has been another busy year on the County Council with the poor condition of our local roads rightly being the main 
topic of concern for residents. Here are a few things from the past year...  

New S7 Bus Route 
Thanks to the county council securing funds from housing developments along the A4095 corridor and from a contribution 
from Estelle Manor this new route was established running from early morning to late at night as well as the weekend. I 
am planning to meet with Stagecoach to talk about improvements to the route after some minor changes were made. I feel 
that buses later into the night could be smaller to avoid the large buses rumbling through the village.  

Cotswold Line Improvements 
Sadly, the coalition at OCC have been distracted over the past few years with pressure to do a feasibility study for the 
Oxford to Witney railway line plan. Now that this has been done and the costs revealed to be up to £900 million the 
council have switched the focus back to the Cotswold Line. It is disappointing that not much progress has been made over 
the past few years but I’m hoping the Hanborough Sub-Group of the Cotswold Line Taskforce is soon to be reestablished 
so we can ensure there is a focus to upgrading the line and making further improvements to Hanborough station.  

Botley West Solar Farm  
I continue to support the Stop Botley West campaign group with their efforts to ensure this destruction of our countryside 
doesn’t take place. Early in the year I joined residents to walk the public rights of way to see how this solar farm will take 
over vast amounts of countryside.  

Potholes and Road Resurfacing  
The current condition of many of our local roads is not acceptable at all and whilst there seems to be money for projects in 
Oxford city our roads are still lacking the attention that they need. I am currently working with Highways officers to speed 
up the process on FixMyStreet for getting reported potholes fixed. I am pleased that I’ve managed to get Churchill Way 
into this year’s road resurfacing scheme as this road is in a really poor state.  

4.2. District Councillor Lidia Arciszewska 
I am delighted to report on what the District Council has achieved within the last year.  The Council’s work continued to 
be guided by five priorities:  
1. Putting Residents First 
2. Enabling a Good Quality of Life for All 
3. Creating a Better Environment for People and Wildlife 
4. Responding to the Climate and Ecological Emergency 
5. Working Together for West Oxfordshire 

Specifically, we have focused on delivering in several critical areas: 
Housing  
• Continued developing a new local plan that contains far more realistic and lower housing targets  
• Worked to ensure 5+ year land supply for development, critical for protecting villages from speculative housing 

developments  
• Helped to deliver, 267 affordable homes, including 164 affordable rental properties, 99 shared ownership properties 

and four First Homes 

Environment and Infrastructure 
• Sewage pollution 

• Continued meeting regularly with Thames Water formalizing a Grampian condition for planning 
applications to ensure that adequate sewer network and sewage treatment infrastructure are in place before 

2



homes in new housing developments are occupied. Implementation of the first Grampian condition for the 
North Field development in Long Hanborough is currently being negotiated  

• Kept putting pressure on Thames Water to resolve issues of sewage pollution at various hot-spots in West 
Oxfordshire and in November last year, we held another successful Waterways Day event 

• Flooding 
• We have been proactive in making West Oxfordshire more resilient to flooding and collaborated with 

Oxfordshire County Council, the Environment Agency and the local communities to alleviate several flood 
issues across the district.  

• For example, 
• We worked closely and supported Witney Flood Mitigation Group to install flood monitoring sensor system 

in Witney.  
• We’ve worked with the EA to mitigate a perennial problem of homes flooding at Bablock Hythe on 

Thameside.  
• We intervened when planning appeal to build 120 homes within flood zone 3 in Ducklington was upheld.  

• Biodiversity and nature recovery 
• Produced nature recovery action plan and obtained funding for numerous projects to preserve and enhance 

our local natural environment  
• Collaborated with and supported Wild Oxfordshire, The Wychwood Forest Trust, Evenlode Catchment 

Partnership and Windrush Catchment Partnership and other local organisations to create natural flood 
management schemes, wild meadows restoration and other natural recovery projects.  

• Green energy 
• Produced council decarbonisation plan and rolled out a second tranche of EV charging points installation 
• Stood up for the environment when the inspectors removed a net zero carbon requirement for the Salt Cross 

Garden Village; since then the high court ruled that the inspectors were wrong and the matter is now being 
renegotiated 

• Worked to collect evidence to respond to the proposed Botley West Solar Farm and other similar projects 

• People and Community 
• Continued to support local communities through the cost of living crisis 
• Invested in youth support having listened to young people 
• Engaged with local farmers and food producers and set up a food action plan 
• Invested to make council facilities meet modern requirements and to enable them to be used by the 

community 
• Launched Westhive, a new funding platform to ensure Council funding goes only to projects that that have 

community support 

At the same time the council produced a balanced budget that supports its core services, but is also looking forward to the 
future  

Dr Lidia Arciszewska, District Councillor  
Freeland and Hanborough Ward 
Cabinet member for Environment 

5. Finance report  
Adrian Edwards, Responsible Financial Officer reported that during the year the Parish Council:  
Successfully applied for s106 Funding totalling £118,592 to pay for the new skatepark which cost £128,453. The balance 
was covered by reserves. 
The Parish Council responded to 29 Planning Applications. 
21 Burials took place in the Cemetery.  
The Parish Council spent £36,607 from reserves on professional fees for the new Hub.  

6. Reports and statements from Community Groups & Organisations 
6.1. Blenheim Community Lead 
Merilyn reported on her role at Blenheim where she works to try and make the community central to their decision 
making.  She extended an offer to repair the old Millwood End sign temporarily removed, community paths on Blenheim 
land and a proposal for a local map of paths, and on a programme of ditch clearance to mitigate flooding.  She also noted 
that the Botley West Solar application will likely be submitted in the Autumn. 
Merilyn Davies, Blenheim Community Lead 

6.2. Hanborough Welfare Trust 
There have been no new developments in regards to the Trust this year. Partly because we are still waiting for the Land 
Registry to process our applications to register (officially since this has not been done for over a century) our ownership of 
two fields as Hanborough Welfare Trust (HWT) is now fully incorporated into the Eynsham Medical Trust. HWT owns 

3



these two fields from which it gains virtually all of its annual income. Although the boundaries of one of these (near 
Bletchingdon) is clear, the boundaries of the second (on the edge of Hanborough Parish) have been unclear.  

HWT had a balance of some £2,500 at the end of the last financial year. As from September 2022, it changed its reporting 
year to coincide with that of Eynsham Medical Trust, whose financial year starts, not at the beginning of January, but at 
the beginning of September. 

HWT continues to advertising in several places around the village, as well as its regular advert in the Hanborough Herald. 
We have been able to help several people in the last year, though we can help more. 

The Trust is always open to receiving offers for financial help, which is distributed after consideration at Meetings of the 
Trustees. 
Rev Nigel Knights Johnson, Secretary, Hanborough Welfare Trust 

6.3. HPFA  
2022/2023 has developed into a more stable year for the HPFA! 
 
I’m pleased to say that through special measures and careful management, hall hire from regular users has been on the up 
and has become our backbone through 2022/23. We still don’t get as many single bookings for adult parties but we have 
become popular for children’s parties, possibly because our hall can accommodate bouncy castles etc. More on this issue 
later. 

Previously support given by the PC for the roof, had allowed us to re allocate the funds we had ring fenced for the roof, to 
be used for pitch maintenance to help improve the quality of our playing surfaces. Through 2023 it became very apparent 
that our maintenance equipment was very much at the end of it’s life, and keeping the pitches to the required standard was 
becoming increasingly more challenging. 

In discussion with our now well established groundsman John Ostojak, he was able to point us towards some suitable 
replacement equipment. Through tenacious work from Richard Brookes we were able to secure some grant funding to pay 
for a large percentage of the equipment. However the HPFA did have to spend it’s ring fenced monies to compliment the 
funding and buy the equipment. 

The good news here is that the feedback from all users is the vast improvement in the playing surfaces. Special praise has 
come from the cricket team who have appreciated the improvements the most, (although they do ask for it to be cut a 
touch lower!) Something for this summer eh John? 

We continue to have some ongoing maintenance challenges (drains and décor) which we will need to carefully manage. 
That said I’m delighted to say that 2023 saw Mike Joyner join the team as our maintenance man. Since Mike’s arrival we 
have been able to keep on top of the issues and as of today the interior is looking as good as new! We had to undertake 
some urgent repair work to the ceiling of the main hall. Over many years of abuse from the likes of bouncy castles the 
ceiling tiles had become very loose and risked falling down. The team rallied at the end of December and the entire ceiling 
was reworked and secured such that it offers no risk to our users, the added benefit being that it now looks better than 
when first installed! 

On another positive note I’m delighted to say that the HPFA membership has stayed strong, although we have lost Nicky 
Busby due to other personal commitments, and Lynda Leach. I’d like to thank Nicky and Lynda for their contributions 
whilst with us. I must call out a special thanks to Lynda who was not only our booking clerk but also one of our longest if 
not longest standing members. Her input and passion will be missed at the meetings. Replacing Lynda as our booking 
clerk is Maria Lovick and we welcome Maria into this vital role.  Everyone as ever has shown their commitment to the 
HPFA, and for that I’m truly grateful! It’s been great to return to well attended meetings during 2023 which is by far our 
preferred method of contact.  
  
In 2023 the hugely successful and popular “Party at the Pav”, returned! A free to enter event for the whole village, hosted 
by the HPFA. We had excellent weather and a great turnout of both stalls and visitors. The event was a huge success and 
once again underlines the intent of the HPFA to do positive engaging things for the village. 

With this success spurring us on we are putting down the plans for 2024. We do need to work on a plan to ensure that we 
can turn the event into a profitable day, so any ideas/volunteers are more than welcome! I’m sure a working group will be 
formed shortly and everyone is encouraged to contribute in any way they can? I will commit to discuss getting support 
from the PC in the form of under writing the costs. 

It is a pleasure to say that the Sport clubs are as supportive as ever and their help managing our facilities is invaluable. It’s 
great to see the success they are having and in particular the cricket is doing very well indeed and is back to two teams. 
Let’s hope 2024 is a good year for the teams? We also had the very exciting news that we have two youth teams, an under 
11’s and under 12’s team now formed and playing out of Hanborough. This has happened and is going from strength to 
strength and is being very well supported. The HPFA have offered to support this activity and have supplied some funds to 
support them as required. 
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The buoyant club scene has also helped improve the situation with the social club. The club is now used far more 
frequently, and this has helped the situation of the sports and social club 

The HPFA has benefited from continued financial support from WODC in the form of 100% rate relief on the building. 
Please see our finances report for the current status of the HPFA accounts. 

It appears that the long awaiting transfer of the CALA field into the hands of the Parish is now within touching distance. 
The HPFA will have input to this as clearly it boundaries our land and could offer space for practice nets etc? 

The, ”Community Hub” project has really started gain momentum and during 2023 a new architect was contracted to help 
the working group take the project to RIBA stage 3/4. This has been very beneficial as the architects visions are far more 
in keeping with our budget and needs. We now have a building concept befitting our needs and an estimated budget 
requirement and that is in the region of £1.2-1.7m The majority of this budget will come from the S106 monies, however 
the working group is exploring ways to close the funding gap. As a charity it is expected the HPFA will need to be 
applying for any funding opportunities that arise. Therefore we will need to work out as a committee how we support this 
important work. 

RIBA 3 consists of Design Studies/Cost Exercises/Project Plan & Apply planning application. 
RIBA4 consists of Develop Tech Design/Prepare Tender Spec/Submit building Regs/Prepare construction plan. 
So, in short this project is getting serious! 

As you will be aware the North field site has been approved for further house building. The PC have been able to negotiate 
that most, if not all of the associated S106 monies has been allocated to Hanborough. This means that funding for the Hub 
project will be further bolstered. 

Now because of this potential development of the Pavilion and Social club to create the “Community Hub” it is almost 
certain that the HPFA is going to see the most significant changes to it’s constitution since it’s creation in 1951! The 
present committee recognise that the way that the world operates today compared with 60 years ago is very different!  

Therefore, we are looking very closely at how the trustees and members roles will work within a new framework. We now 
have Richard Devereux-Cooke a lawyer sitting on the parish council acting on our behalf to establish what the HPFA 
constitution should look like? He has offered his skills for free and his experience in this field is vast so we welcome his 
valuable support. It is our goal to remove the burden of such things as infrastructure maintenance and allow the committee 
to focus of community events and activities and keep a watching eye on how the facilities are best used for recreation. 

Finally I would like to thank the committee for all of its support over the year. 2024 is going to continue to be as much of a 
challenge as 2023 but hopefully not as bad as 2020! I’m honoured to be working with such a vibrant committee, and I 
know you’ll all rise to the challenges, so a big thank you to you all! 
Mr Stephen Nicholls,, Chairman, Hanborough Playing Fields Association 

6.4. Recreation Hall No report received. 

6.5. Elderberries-Hanborough Day Centre 
Gill Grahame reported that next year is the 40th anniversary of the group.  It continues to support the local area and has a 
waiting list.  Costs are rising and it would not be able to function without the support of PC, OPCC and Blenheim. 
Gill Grahame, Manager of Elderberries 

6.6. Hanborough Herald 
The Hanborough Herald can report another successful year, producing a publication which is appreciated by many in the 
village to keep them in touch with events.  We now have Tom Cole who has settled brilliantly into the role of editor and 
continues to raise the Herald to unexpected heights. Other than that, the management of the Herald remains stable, 
although we are looking for an Advertisements Officer to replace Val Pankhurst, who is retiring. 

We continue to attract and encourage articles from a wide variety of organisations within Hanborough and from nearby 
villages, to contribute to the content of the Herald. We aim to have a diverse and eclectic mix of items to stimulate interest 
in the work of the village organisations and groups, from the very young to the older generation. We cooperate closely 
with publications in neighbouring villages. 

Advertising, which is our main source of revenue, has fallen against last year by £962 despite many of our advertisements 
being repeat business, as we are very competitively priced, compared with other publications. Although we will have to 
consider raising advertising rates to offset the deficit, failing that, we will have to consider other measures, for example 
reducing the number of pages, which would make the Herald a less attractive publication, and could be self-defeating.  
We have increased our print run to 1800 per month, to ensure that the Herald is delivered to every house in the village. 
This will have to be reviewed again with the prospect of further developments in the village. 
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The cost per copy for a 32-page mono edition is 50.11p (46.58p last year) and a 36-page mono edition is 55.44p (49.29p 
last year). Overall print costs were £924 more than last year whilst the contribution form the Parish Council for copies 
over the original 1400 copies and special editions increased by £185. For the year 2023/24 there was an overall deficit of 
£1,614. There is always a disparity with the amount of advertising income against outgoings, as we have some advertisers 
who pay for a year in advance, giving us a carried forward balance of £3,949 with which to start the year. 

We are very grateful to have the support of the Parish Council, which has funded the additional copies required to deliver 
to the new estates. Also, for funding the full colour edition for last year’s Coronation, which was very well received. We 
were delighted that the Parish Council  agreed to fund the addition cost of printing to enable that edition to be in full 
colour. 

The Coronation edition was distributed for the start of May, with Coronation- themed articles and advertisements, in full 
colour throughout, to give a souvenir flavour to the publication.  

We have received some very positive feedback regarding the new style and layout of the Herald and this is down to Tom, 
our editor, with his experience, vision and flair for the publication.  

We would like to thank all our volunteers who run the Herald behind the scenes, Editor, Tom Cole, Treasurer, Michael 
Greenway, Adverts Officer, Val Pankhurst, Distribution Officer, Sarah Nicolls and Jane Lewis who sits on the Committee 
and is the voice of reason. We have an army of deliverers, who do a brilliant job taking the editions to the doors of all 
Hanborough’s homes, without whom all of this would be pointless. It is all a team effort and we are most grateful to 
everyone who contributes to the finished article dropping through your door. 

We look forward to the support of the Parish Council throughout the coming year, so this valuable service to the 
community may continue. 
Nigel James, Chairman, Hanborough Herald 

6.7. 1st Hanborough Freeland Scout Group 
The group has had another successful year providing much needed adventurous activities for our young people.  
We continue to maintain sections from Beavers (6-8), Cubs (8-10.5), Scouts (10.5-14) and unlike many other groups,  
Explorers (14-18). Leaders support is generally sufficient but we are always looking for additional support, especially for 
Scouts and Explorers. Over the past year, Paul Trimble has handed over leadership of the Scout Group to Ali Tweedie 
Wood, and I as Cub Scout Leader have passed the baton back to Adam Griffiths who I picked up the role from 9 years ago. 
I continue to hold the role of Group Scout Leader. 

We meet in the Hanborough Rec Hall and Freeland Hall depending on the section on Wednesdays or Fridays. 
We endeavour to provide an exciting programme of activities for our young people and in the last 12 months this has 
included: 
• Greenfield outdoor camps at North Leigh for Beavers and Cubs, and later in the year Scouts. In the case of the Beaver/

Cub camp this involved a particularly hard hike in extreme heat from Charlbury, with amazingly the younger children 
getting to the site first! 

• Fishing at Linear Lakes. We have been lucky enough to be allowed access to one of the small ponds, and this had been 
a popular event, with nearly all the children managing to catch something. 

• Climbing  
• Camp Fires and Bat Detecting at Combe Mill 
• Scrapheap challenges 
• Stargazing at the Rutherford Appleton Labs 
• Making water purifiers in Ablewood brook 
• Visit to the Ardley recycling plant 
• Fire station and Oxford Synagogue visits 
• Burns night food ceremony. 
• Scuba diving 

Looking ahead, we are actively planning another Gliding experience for our Scouts, and hope to repeat our annual fishing 
session at Linear Lakes. Leaders are also committed to having at least one camp for each of the sections, as these are so 
fundamental to delivering on our programme and whilst hard work so enjoyable for all involved. 
Steve Page, Group Scout Leader. 

6.8. Hanborough Nature Recovery Group 
About HNRN  
HNRN was set up in 2021 having been inspired by the work of Eynsham Nature Recovery Network. Hanborough PC at 
the time agreed that it would replace NEWT (Natural Environment Working Party) the committee set up to look at 
improving the natural environment of the parish and that Lucy would lead it and recruit people from the community to 
help. 

Committee and volunteers 
At present this includes Angela Wilson, Rachel Hemingway, Fran Platt, Sara Goldie, Isabel Lawrence and Lucy Tritton. 
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We also have many supporters and volunteers who we can contact to help us with litter picks and verge planting as and 
when needed. 

Social media 
We have a public Facebook page that has 180 members where people can post ideas and where the committee can 
advertise events, etc. We write reports for the Hanborough Herald and have a WhatsApp group for the committee. 

Seed library 
We created a seed library at Hurdeswell, which is well used in the spring where we have boxes stocked with seed mixes 
and for people to donate excess seeds. Next to the seed library is a plant swap area, where people can donate excess plants 
and seedlings. The seed library itself was donated by Blenheim and the timber for the plant swap area by Barlows. 

Events and activities April 2023 to April 2024 
• 8 May we had a bug hotel constructing event at Hurdeswell. 
• 11 June Neil Clennell from the Wychwood Forest Trust led a very informative guided walk of a part of the village, 

which was attended by a good number of people. 
• We contacted Robert Courts and met him at Combe Sewerage works to discuss the possibility of creating a reed bed to 

help mitigate the amount of sewerage entering the river Evenlode. 
• 11 November we worked with Hanborough Garden Club and planted bulbs and a wildflower area at Hanborough 

Park.  
• 27 January 2024 we organised a Water Day at the Recreation Hall. This was with the support of the Evenlode 

Catchment Partnership and Wild Oxfordshire. There was an excellent turn out and were supported by people from 
communities all along the Evenlode. We showed the Wild Oxfordshire film about what is being done to improve the 
water quality of the river. 

• In January, February and March we organised litter picks of different areas in the village. These were well attended by 
volunteers and a lot of litter was picked up. 

Ongoing projects  
• We have produced a leaflet to encourage residents and businesses to get involved. So far we have had support from 

Barlows, Blenheim, Hanborough Coffee Shop, and the Suzuki Garage. 
• We are looking at producing village nature trails – these we hope could be used by the surgery to support patients. 
• We have cleared plastic tree guards from Abel Wood, and these have been picked up and disposed of by Blenheim. 
• We monitor monthly the Evenlode testing for levels of phosphates and nitrates and submit the information to 

Freshwater Watch. 
• We have permission to fill in the gaps in hedges in land north of Park Lane owned by Mrs Symington and are looking 

to get funding for this with planting in November. 
• We continue to look after areas of verge that have been planted up with pollinator plants. 
• We are anxious to have some input into when verges, particularly at Hurdeswell, are cut and would like more 

information and liaison with Ubico so we can encourage wildflowers in certain areas. We were disappointed to see 
that the section opposite the garage had been given a radical cut last week just when the cow parsley and wildflowers 
are beginning to grow and bloom. We would suggest in this area that the first cut is done in July after the wildflowers 
have bloomed and then again a couple of times in the autumn so it is neat and tidy for the winter. Last year it looked 
scruffy because it wasn’t given a mow later on. 

• We are also concerned by the overuse of some areas of woodland with the massive increase in dog ownership and 
unfortunately the decline in wild plants and birds. . 

• We need support to do wildlife surveys to create a detailed map of what wildlife there is in Hanborough Parish. 
• We are looking forward to when the Cala field comes to the parish and are hoping to play an important role in what 

happens there. 

6.9. First and Last Mile 
Over the last year passenger numbers have grown slowly on the 411. Timetable changes were undertaken in October and 
February. These included the provision of a 2 way bus service from Church Hanborough to Long Hanborough whilst 
maintaining the link to the Railway Station.  

The most important change however was the launch of the 411S service in February this year. This provides a direct bus 
service to Bartholomew School from Hanborough and is designed for those who do not have access to a school bus. There 
are several regular users of the bus who pay on the day which is encouraging and there is certainly space for more. With 
exam season approaching the 411 offers an opportunity to get to and from school during the day without having to drive or 
get the S7 to Witney and then the S1 to Eynsham.  

First and Last Mile would like to see more drivers and volunteers come from Hanborough. The S7 will always be the main 
bus service in the village but we hope that we are also fulfilling a need.  
David Miles, First and Last Mile  

6.10. Police (Police Community Support Officer) No report received. 
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6.11. Stop Botley West 
1. The Statutory Consultation has ended. The next key event is when the Developer submits their Development Consent 

Order (DCO) application, Environmental Statement (ES) and Consultation Report to the Planning Inspectorate 
(PINS). This is Stage 2, the Acceptance which is now expected to start between July and September 2024.  

2. At that time West Oxfordshire District Council (WODC) will also submit their Adequacy of Consultation (AOC) 
report to the Inspectorate.  
WODC have agreed that the Stop Botley West (SBW) campaign will contribute to this report with our own 
observations, feedback from local residents and experts and the results of our questionnaire on the consultation 
completed by over 1400 participants.  

3. Vale and Cherwell District Councils and every affected Parish Council may also send in their own Adequacy of 
Consultation report to WODC as the lead Council based on the experience of their residents. Many have already done 
so.  

4. PINS has 28 days to refuse or accept the application by PVDP for examination. At this point it is possible, though 
unlikely, for PINS to require PVDP to repeat part or all of the consultation.  

5. If accepted: PVDP publicises the fact that the application is accepted by PINS, a panel of inspectors will be appointed 
by PINS (Examining Authority), the submission documents are published on the PINS website and the Pre-
examination stage begins.  
If rejected, PVDP have 6 weeks to appeal the decision. 1 of 2  

6. Stage 3. The Pre-examination stage begins when the application has been accepted for examination. At this stage town 
and parish councils who wish to make submissions during the examination need to submit a Relevant Representation 
(RR) to register as an “interested party”. It is important that every affected Council does this. This allows them to 
submit written representations about the submission and to attend hearings at stage 4 - the Examination. Individuals 
may also register as “interested parties. 

A Relevant Representation (RR) should include a summary of what the town or parish council agrees with and/or 
disagrees with in the application, what they consider the main issues to be resolved to be, and the impact these would have 
on the community. The content of RRs is used by PINS to help inform their initial assessment of principal issues for 
examination. The RR should set out a succinct list of concerns and issues (with clear asks/ options to address the concern) 
that need to be addressed.  

7. Stage 4, the examination. Interested Parties have further opportunities to develop on these points, most notably in a 
Written Representation (WR), once has commenced. Issues (or potential issues) need to be referenced in the RR, even 
if at a high level, as you do not want to have to introduce new issues later during the examination that have not been 
raised before.  

Your next steps  
1. If you’ve not already done so, submit your Adequacy of Consultation report to your District Council (WODC, Vale or 

Cherwell)  

2. Start preparing your Relevant Representation (RR) to include a summary of what your council agrees/ disagrees with 
in the application, what you consider the main issues to be resolved to be, and the impact these would have on your 
community. NB. At this stage you can only comment on what you have seen in the PEIR (the Preliminary 
Environmental Impact Report). You can later add comments on any changes made/new material added when the final 
ES (Environmental Statement) is submitted with the DCO to PINS. This is likely to be July 2024 at the earliest.  

3. If and when the application is accepted for examination and the pre-examination stage has started, send your Relevant 
Representation to register as an interested party. SBW will alert you when and where to send it. This is likely to be 
August at the earliest.  

• SBW will keep Parish Councils informed and updated through our PC liaison, Robert Gunn of North Leigh Parish 
Council. You can contact him at Parishlinks@stopbotleywest.com  

• All the application documents will be published on the PINS website: https://national-infrastructure- 
consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN010147  

• Further information and guidance will be available on the SBW website: https://stopbotleywest.com  

7. Any Other Business: 
Hub project 

Design of building & costings 

Design work all done; sharing at consultation day.  After that, will request approval from new PC in May to go for 
planning permission. 

8



Unless something unexpected occurs, no intention to change the plans we put forward.  These are essentially a “footprint”.  
Much of what we put inside (e.g. placement of doors/windows/walls) is still fluid and can change. 

Martin proposing to come to May meeting to clarify any points/answer questions, but needs to hand over at that point to 
HPFA who own/manage the building. 

Sources of funding 

Precept 

Hanborough Parish Council has a loan to complete previous work on the Pavilion.  This is funded by the precept.  The 
amount outstanding will be c£69k in Oct 2024, and the loan is due to finish in Oct 2027 (3 years).  There is no early 
termination charge. 

The RFO has identified a range of options for HPC to refinance this loan – extending the term and increasing the amount – 
to help fund the project.  The final amount required is TBC.  This would be repaid via the precept over a number of years. 

Any application we make for grant funding will need to demonstrate that the community is contributing towards the 
project - funds from the precept will help evidence this. 

S106 

There are currently 3 potential sources of S106 money totaling £1.107m available to HPC: 

• £639k existing S106 funds – WODC have confirmed we can spend on Hub 

• £200k to come when work commences on North Field 

• £268k triggered when 50th North Field dwelling occupied 

There is some debate over the £268k, as WODC anticipated these funds going to them – they have been committed 
elsewhere.  HPC has objected, and this will need to go to a vote at Uplands Planning Committee in May or June.  We are 
hopeful the vote will go in our favour. 

There is the possibility of more development/houses in the village over the next few years; if this happens, there is likely 
to be more S106 funds available.   

HPC may need some of the S106 funds to support other projects in the village – such as the Cala Field and the Rec Hall. 

Fundraising 

HPC engaged Fundraising Consultants Ltd to: 

- Assess our readiness to apply for funds 

- Identify what funds may be available to apply for 

- Run a workshop on how best to approach potential Major Donors 

This work has identified funds worth £350k we could apply for, which could generate £50 - £100k of grants.   

They also flagged the following: 

• We need to be able to demonstrate “need” within our community 

• We need to demonstrate commitment from the community (e.g. fundraising activity, volunteer committee) 

• We need to formalise the arrangement with HPFA, and agree who will raise funds for what.  It is more effective 
for HPFA as a charity to apply for grant funding. 

• The process of applying for grants is not quick or easy; a formal plan/process required to manage this effectively.  
Outsource? 

We need to put together a team of volunteers from the community who are willing to help support the project – whether by 
cake sales, raffles, donating time, offering unpaid skilled labour (e.g. plumbers, electricians).  For grant application 
purposes, we need to evidence that the community is behind the project. 

Next Steps 

Community Awareness Day 21st April 

- To update the community, seek feedback and encourage engagement & volunteering/offers of help 
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Community Needs Assessment 

- A team of consultants are looking to identify and quantify “need” for both Hanborough and our local area to 
support grant applications 

HPFA Constitution 

- HPC are supporting HPFA in their thinking around how best to set themselves up to make the most of the 
financial opportunities available 

Fundraising plan 

- HPC is responsible for contribution via the precept and S106 funds.  We need agreement on how much these 
amounts will contribute. 

- HPC and HPFA need to agree a plan for how other fundraising will be done.  Some of this needs to be by 
volunteers, but the formal grant application process could be outsourced. 

Meeting closed at 9:20pm 
The Chairman.  14th May 2025
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